
YOUR GATEWAY TO UNIVERSITY
with our one year Access to HE Diplomas

  
HIGHER 
EDUCATION
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AN ACCESS 
TO HE COURSE?
The Access to Higher Education Diploma is a 
qualification that prepares adults without traditional 
qualifications for study at university.
You will be assessed throughout the course rather than sitting a final examination.

Access to HE courses are delivered by colleges throughout England and Wales 

and are widely recognised by universities. At RHACC we have available a range of 

different subject pathways, including Business, Computing, Digital Marketing and 

Social Media, Humanities and Social Science, and Health and Human Science.
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COURSE TIMETABLE
The Access course requires dedicated time and 

commitment. You must consider how much time you 

need to allocate to attending your classes and studying 

at home and outside college.

SUBJECT INTEREST
It’s important to have a good idea of the subject area 

you want to study at university.

UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS
We provide you with all the support and advice you 

need about studying and choosing a degree course. 

We have a dedicated UCAS support manager who will 

help you with your university application including your 

personal statement.

CAREER PLANS
It is important to consider your long term goals and to find 

out what qualifications you need and the opportunities 

that are available for your particular career choice.

COSTS
Most students will pay for their Access course using an 

Advanced Learner Loan. This means there are no upfront 

fees and you only repay the loan once you are earning 

over £25,000. If you successfully complete your degree – 

the Access loan is completely written off.

CHOOSING YOUR ACCESS COURSE
There are a number of different factors to consider  

when choosing an Access to HE course. These include; 

the course timetable, your subject interests, which higher 

education course and institution you hope to progress to, 

career plans and costs.
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Dedicated support for you:

CLASS STRUCTURE
Class sizes are smaller than at university 

so you can build a close relationship 

with your tutors and they can give you 

more individual attention and support 

to help you succeed. 

TEACHING BY  
INDUSTRY SPECIALISTS
Our tutors are all experienced in 

teaching and supporting learners  

to achieve their maximum potential. 

Your tutors use their own academic 

and industry experience to give you 

what you need to get ahead. 

INDIVIDUALISED LEARNING
A designated Access pathway tutor 

supports all our learners on their 

courses. They will help you to set 

targets to meet your individual goals 

and to help you improve throughout 

the course. If you have a learning 

difficulty or disability and your course 

is fully funded or you have applied 

for an adult learning loan, we can 

provide you with learning support as 

appropriate. Please let us know the 

details of your needs when you enrol,  

or speak to your course tutor and ask  

to be referred to Learning Support.

 
ACCESS AT RHACC?
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ENRICHMENT
We will organise a range of enrichment 

activities throughout your course. 

You will benefit from guest speakers, 

class visits and external visits to bring 

a greater understanding to your 

studies. This year we are organising 

working visits to local universities 

and guest speakers in areas such 

as History, Contemporary Affairs 

and developments in Information 

Technology. Other pathways organise 

outside visits including theatre trips and 

visits to industry shows.

PROGRESSION TO UNIVERSITY
In 2017/18 our overall achievement rate 

was significantly above the national 

average. Over 77% of our learners 

achieved the grades they required 

to progress to the university of their 

choice including Goldsmiths, UCL, 

King’s College London, Roehampton 

and Kingston. Studying areas such as 

Computer Science, Law, Nursing, History, 

English and Psychology.

“IT GIVES YOU A  
TASTER OF EVERYTHING 
YOU WILL BE 
STUDYING AT UNI”
What I love about this course 

is that it makes you available 

to so many different degrees – 

Nursing, Midwifery, Physiotherapy, 

Occupational Therapy and more. 

All the subjects within the course 

were relevant to what I wanted to 

do, and it’s particularly good for 

Human Science and Medicine as 

it gives you a taster of everything 

you will be studying at university. 

Esme, Access to Health and Human 
Science (Nursing Pathway)

STUDENT STORY
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International students: As a Tier 4 Visa student, you can study a suitable 

learning programme of at least 15 hours per week. If you are applying on  

a Tier 4 Visa you will need to provide evidence that you are already at CEFR 

Level B1 (5.5 IELTS) or above. More information on entry requirements and fees 

can be found on www.rhacc.ac.uk/help-advice/international-students

  
IN JUST ONE YEAR 
WITH ONE OF THESE SIX ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION PATHWAYS 

ACCESS TO  
BUSINESS STUDIES
Progress onto a wide range of higher 

education courses including Management, 

Marketing, Finance and Law.

ACCESS TO COMPUTING
Get exposure in computing skills in Hardware, 

Programming, Computer Networks and Security, 

Web Design and Office Skills.

ACCESS TO DIGITAL 
AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA STUDIES
Develop social media communications skills, 

techniques of Digital Marketing, Web Design 

and Creation Skills.
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ACCESS TO HEALTH  
AND HUMAN SCIENCES
Get to university if you are drawn into health 

or science related fields, such as Nursing, 

Occupational Therapy, Midwifery, Physiotherapy 

or Sports Science.

ACCESS TO HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
(WOMEN-ONLY)

Get the skills you require for a path into English 

Literature, Law, Criminology, Criminal Justice, Social 

Work, Psychology, Sociology, Counselling, History 

plus various communication and study skills.

ACCESS TO 
HUMANITIES
Gain the skills you require 

for further study in History, 

English Literature and Law.

GET IN EARLY
Apply now for September or November! Get course 

information, find out about funding, loans and 

learning support.

RHACC.AC.UK
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CHOOSE 
RHACC?
By choosing RHACC, you will gain 
an exceptional foundation for your 
degree course as well as develop 
your academic study skills. Our 
courses are funded by Advanced 
Learner Loans and this will be written 
off once you complete you degree.

PLUS we are:
• A close walk from Richmond 

and Surbiton stations.

• Experts in the adult 

learning environment.

• A stimulating learning environment.

•  A friendly and supportive college 

who offer excellent advice, 

guidance and learning support.

HILLCROFT, SURBITON PARKSHOT, RICHMOND
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GET IN EARLY
Apply now for September or November! Get course 

information, find out about funding, loans and 

learning support.

RHACC.AC.UK
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UNIVERSITIES
It is important to check with the university you wish to attend

whether they will accept your Access to Higher Education 

Diploma for the particular course you wish to study, as entry 

requirements can differ across educational establishments. These 

are some of the universities that accept the Access to HE Diploma:

St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham, London

King’s College London
(University of London)

London South Bank University

University of Northampton

Brunel University London

Queen Mary University of London

Kingston University

University of the Arts London

Bournemouth University

University of East London (UEL)

The University of Nottingham

The University of West London

University of Portsmouth

Middlesex University

Coventry University

Royal Holloway, University of London

Bath Spa University

University of Brighton

The University of Essex

University of Reading

Aberystwyth University

University of Bedfordshire

Birkbeck, University of London

Bristol, University of the West of 
England (UWE)

De Montfort University

and many more.

“THE SUPPORT GIVEN 
BY MY TUTORS WAS 
BEYOND MEASURE”
The support given by my tutors 

was beyond measure and I will 

be forever grateful. The Access 

to Computing Diploma helped 

me get a place at Queen Mary 

University, one of the best in the UK.

Rahma, Access to Computing

STUDENT STORY



11

19–23 STUDYING  
LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE
If this is your first full Level 3 you could 

enrol for free.

We can provide financial help if 

your household income is below 

£27,000. This includes help with travel 

costs, childcare costs, material costs 

and on-site residential costs (if the 

course is residential).

If you already have a Level 3 

qualification you can apply for  

the Advanced Learner Loan or  

pay the fees.

WELFARE SUPPORT
If you are on an income-based state 

benefit, you will probably qualify for 

reduced fees. Talk to us if you receive 

benefits. We can provide letters for 

Job Centres and other agencies to 

confirm the hours you are studying as 

definitions of full-time and part-time 

on college websites may differ from 

those used by benefit agencies. If 

you’re providing proof of benefits then 

please bring evidence no older than 

two months.

ADVANCED LEARNER LOAN
The Advanced Learner Loan can help 

you cover the course fees if you are  

19 years old or over when you start  

a course at Level 3 or above. You  

can also find further information at  

www.gov.uk/advanced-learner-loan 

ADVANCED LEARNER  
LOAN BURSARY
The Advanced Learner Loan Bursary 

is available to students who have 

an approved Advanced Learning 

Loan and who are experiencing 

financial hardship. 

If you take out an Advanced Learner 

Loan and if your household income is 

below £27,000 you can get help with 

travel costs, childcare costs, material 

costs and on-site residential costs  

(if the course is residential). This  

cannot be used for fees.

PAYMENT OPTIONS  
AND INSTALMENTS
You can pay for your course by credit 

card, debit card, cheque or cash. If 

you would like to spread the cost of the 

course over multiple payments talk to 

us for advice on options we have.

COURSE FEES
Fees can change each year, often 

because of government policy that’s 

outside of our control. 

STUDENT TRAVEL DISCOUNTS
If you are a full time student you may 

be eligible for the 18+ Student Oyster 

Photocard which entitles you to 30% off 

travelcards and bus and tram season 

tickets. For further information please 

visit the TFL website.

 FEES AND PAYMENT INFORMATION
BURSARY AND LOANS

If you have not lived in the European Union (EU) for the last three years, 

International Fees may apply. Please ask for more information if you are unsure.
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HOW TO FIND US

CONTACT 
Richmond and Hillcroft Adult and Community College 

Parkshot, Richmond, Surrey TW9 2RE 

South Bank, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 6DF

T 020 8891 5907 E info@rhacc.ac.uk

www.rhacc.ac.uk

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

BUSES
Richmond: H22, H37, 65, R68, R70, 190,  

371, 391, 419, 490, 493

Surbiton: K1, K2, K3, 65, 71, 281, 465, 662, 

671, 965

TUBE/TRAIN
Richmond Station and Surbiton Station.

PARKING

Richmond: Old Deer Park car park  

(pay and display) is next to the college.  

Parking is free after 18:30.

Surbiton: Limited onsite parking –  

off-site street parking available (metered).

GET SOCIAL   /rhacc_college   @rhacc_college   @RHACC_College
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Parkshot (Richmond)

Richmond, Surrey TW9 2RE

T 020 8891 5907  E info@rhacc.ac.uk

Hillcroft (Surbiton)

South Bank, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 6DF

T 020 8399 2688  E info@rhacc.ac.uk

Entrance


