
Writing competition rules of entry 
 
1. This prize competition is organised by Richmond & Hillcroft Adult & Community College 

(RHACC).  

2. Entry to this competition is open to females who will be aged over 19 years of age on 
the 15 October 2020 who are or who have been learners at Richmond & Hillcroft Adult 
& Community College, Richmond Adult Community College or Hillcroft College, except 
staff or governors of the College or those related to staff or governors of the College.    

3. Entrants must complete the online registration form before submitting any work. 
By completing the registration form entrants agree that their personal data can be stored 
and processed by RHACC for the purposes of administering the competition and that 
they have read and accept these Rules.   

4.  Entrants are invited to submit a piece or pieces of creative writing in the following 
categories:  

Children’s Literature 
A 500 word (maximum) story for children aged between 5 years and 10 years. 

Script Writing for Life 
The script for a short play (maximum 10 minutes duration) on the theme of Writing from 
Life. The script should have a maximum of three characters and can be based on own 
life experiences.  

Writing for Wellbeing 
A 500 word (maximum) piece of writing about the author’s own life experiences.  

5. Entrants should only submit one piece of work per category, but may enter more than 
one category.  If more than one entry is submitted per category, only the entrant's first 
submission will be considered. 

6. Entrants can only enter individually. Entries must be wholly written by the entrant only; 
entries cannot be written by more than one person. All entries should be submitted in 
English. 

7. We can only accept entries which are 500 words or fewer. Please make sure you check 
the word count. 

8. Entries can only be accepted online; postal entries or entries sent by email will not be 
read or considered. Entries received after the deadline because of technical errors will 
not be considered. 

9. Entry closes on 15 September 2020 at 20:00. Submissions received outside of this time 
frame will not under any circumstances be considered, so please do not wait until the last 
minute to submit entries. RHACC cannot be held to account if the website runs slowly. 

10. Entries should not use the personal details of any living persons in the story; this is 
because the stories will be published. Entrants are advised not to include their name in 
the title or body of the story.  



11. Entries cannot be returned so please remember to retain a copy. Unsuccessful entrants 
will be contacted in respect of their entry but no feedback on any entry will be provided. 

12. All entries must be the original work of the entrant and must not infringe the rights of any 
other party. RHACC accepts no responsibility if entrants ignore these Rules and there is 
a claim by any third party from any breach of these Rules. 

13. Entries must not contain defamatory, obscene, offensive, or any other unsuitable 
material; RHACC reserves the right to disqualify entries containing such matter. Entries 
must be suitable to be published or used online by RHACC. If the story has troubling 
content RHACC may take advice from any relevant authorities. 

14. All entries will be reviewed for unsuitable content before being uploaded to the RHACC 
website.  

15. There will be a ‘People’s Vote’ winner from across all three categories.  The public will be 
invited to read the entries on the RHACC website and vote for their favourite piece of 
writing.  The winner of the ‘People’s Vote’ will receive £100.   

16. A panel of judges will read the entries and select a winner and runners up for each 
category.  

 Each category winner will receive £100.  Runners up will receive £50. 

 The decision of the panel is final and no correspondence will be entered into.   

17. The winners and runners up will be announced at the Hillcroft Centenary Celebration on 
Thursday 15 October 2020 at Hillcroft College, South Bank, Surbiton, KT6 6DF.  The 
winning entries from each of the three categories, plus the winner of the People’s Vote (if 
different from the entries selected by the judges) will be read aloud at the event.  

18. Subject to suitability, scheduling and further consultation, the winning Script Writing for 
Life entry may be performed at a point in the future in the Queen Charlotte Hall at the 
Parkshot campus.   All entrants for the Script Writing for Life category grant permission 
for their script to be interpreted and performed.  

19. All entries to the competition will be published on the RHACC website. Selected entries 
will be published in a book, with a foreword written by Dr Jess Kidd, former student, 
award winning author and Writer in Residence at RHACC.  

20. Entrants retain the copyright in their entries but grant to RHACC a perpetual non-
exclusive royalty-free licence to publish, broadcast (across all media) and post the entry 
online and on any other platforms yet to be envisaged. This licence will be deemed to 
include all the necessary rights and permissions to enable such use by RHACC, to fulfil 
the prizes and to complete the administration of this competition. 

21. RHACC reserves the right to disqualify any entry which breaches any of these Rules, 
brings RHACC into disrepute or to withhold a prize if in its opinion entries do not reach 
the required standard. 

22. RHACC reserves the right to amend these Rules or cancel this competition at any stage, 
if deemed necessary in its opinion, or if circumstances arise outside of its control. 



23. RHACC cannot accept any responsibility whatsoever for any technical failure or 
malfunction or any other problem with any server, Internet access, system or otherwise 
which may result in any entry being lost or not properly registered or recorded. Proof of 
sending is not proof of receipt. 
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